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Nature’s International Certification Services

P.O. Box 131                224 E State HWY 56

Viroqua, WI 54665

Phone: 608-637-7080        Fax: 608-637-7460

Email: nics@naturesinternational.com



“In Nature there is abundance,

With Nature there is success”

Organic System Plan (OSP) for Maple Syrup Production
Please fill out this OSP if you are requesting certification for maple syrup production. Please be sure to complete this OSP completely and sign before submitting with the Organic System Plan for Crop Production. You must submit farm maps and field history sheets with this form. Attach all other supporting documents (soil or water tests, Prior Land Use Declarations, etc.), as necessary. This form may be used to update certification, according to NICS’s policy.
	SECTION 1: General Information                                                                                                                         NOP Rule 205.401

	Name (as shown on certificate)

     
	Farm Name

 
	Type of Farm/Crops

     

	Other Names associated with account ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 check if these names are to be added to the certificate)

     
	For office use only

	
	Date Rec’d      

	When do you anticipate your first sale of any maple product?

     
	Date OSPC Rec’d      

	
	Scanned      

	
	E-Cert      


	SECTION 2:  Farm Information                                                                                      NOP Rule 205.201, 205.202, and 205.272

	2.a Describe all sugar bushes requested for maple syrup certification: Each sugar bush that you would like to include as part of your plan will need to be listed in the chart below (use additional sheets, if necessary). All sugar bushes, either organic or nonorganic, must be identified on the field history sheet and the field map. Maps should include roadways, main collection lines, collection tank location, pump location, and sugar house location. Please identify all adjoining land use, as well.

	Parcel I.D. 

on Map(s)
	Location
	Number of Acres for 
Each Location
	Property Status
	Total Number of Taps per location
	First season Tapped?

	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Own    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Rent
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Own    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Rent
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Own    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Rent
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Own    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Rent
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

	2.b Do you purchase organic sap or syrup?      FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
   No
    If yes, complete the table below for each producer from whom you purchase sap and/or syrup. Please be sure to have current certificates for each organic producer from whom you purchase.

	Name of Organic Sap/Syrup Producer
	Contact Information
	Sap or Syrup?
	Certification Agency

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Sap    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Syrup
	     

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Sap    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Syrup
	     

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Sap    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Syrup
	     

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Sap    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Syrup
	     

	2.c Do you harvest or purchase nonorganic sap?      FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
   No
    If yes, describe all non-organic sap harvest locations and the source(s) of purchased nonorganic sap in the space provided below.

     

	

	

	

	2.d Describe measures taken to prevent organic maple syrup production from contamination by prohibited substances:       

	

	

	

	2.e Describe measures taken to prevent commingling of organic and non-organic maple syrup products:
     

	

	

	


	SECTION 3: General Sugarbush Management                                                                        NOP Rule 205.200, .201, .203, .206

	The National Organic Standards require that practices are chosen that maintain or improve the natural resources of the operation.   Tree health must be maintained and long term preservation of the sugarbush as an ecosystem must be ensured. All practices and materials used must meet the general crop requirements of the National Organic Standards.

	3.a Do you have a Forest Management Plan?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
   No
	If yes, please have a copy available to view during your inspection.

	3.b What methods do you use to maintain the growth of the sugarbush ecosystem?   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   None

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Clear cutting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Thinning cuts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Shelter wood cutting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Improvement cuts
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Selective harvest

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Crown release cuts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Tree radius release cuts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Tree spacing cuts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Transplanting of seedlings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Other (please specify)

	
	
	
	     

	3.c What other practices are used to maintain the health of the sugarbush?                                                                       

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 pruning 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 fertilization        

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 spout cleaning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 taphole sanitation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 conservative tapping 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 bit sanitation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 expert consultation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 offsetting taps from previous tapholes or other scars

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 spout removal during dormancy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no vacuum pumping, or low vacuum pressure

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 leaving windbreak when cutting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no livestock grazing on wooded parcels 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ensuring sharp bits are used for tapping

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 fire prevention
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 pest control    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 disease control

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please describe):  

	
	
	     

	3.d How are trees marked during cutting? (Please describe)
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Not Applicable

	3.e Describe any erosion concerns, including road ruts, and your plans to correct these concerns.

     

	

	

	

	3.f What are the reasons the sugarbush would be fertilized? List all fertility products on the Crop Input Listing.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not applicable

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 slow tree growth    
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 soil testing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 signs of foliar deficiency
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please describe):       

	3.g Describe any pest and disease problems and how they are controlled. List all management products used for pest or disease control on the Crop Input Listing.
     

	

	

	


	SECTION 4: Sap Collection                                                                                                                  NOP Rule 205.201, .270, .272

	4.a Estimated total number of taps from all sugarbushes
	     
	Tap size used
	     
	Drill size
	     
	Tap depth
	     

	4.b Estimated total number of trees tapped from all sugarbushes (DBH)
	     
	0”-10”
	     
	No. of taps/tree
	     
	17”-24”
	     
	No. of taps/tree
	     

	
	
	11”-16”
	     
	No. of taps/tree
	     
	24” or greater
	     
	No. of taps/tree
	     

	4.c Number of buckets/type
	     
	Number of sacks/type
	     
	Other (please describe)
     

	4.d Type of tubing used
	     
	Length of Tubing
	     
	Removed from sugarbush after harvest complete?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   N/A

	4.e Type of vacuum pump used
	     
	Pressure level at pump
	     
	Pressure level at tap
	     

	4.f Type of sap collection container
	     
	Type of sap storage container
	     


	SECTION 5: Evaporation/Processing of Sap                                                                                                       NOP Rule 205.270

	5.a Do you have a sugar house(s)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No
	What is the size of each house?
	     

	5.b What type of evaporator(s) is used?
	     

	5.c What is the size/capacity of the evaporator(s)?
	     

	5.d How is the evaporator(s) fueled?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 wood

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oil

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 natural gas
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 propane

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 steam
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please describe)      

	5.e How is evaporator efficiency increased? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 none

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 reverse osmosis*
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preheating
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 forced air draft

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 vapor compression 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 piggyback
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please describe)      

	     *If using reverse osmosis, please describe techniques, membrane cleaning solutions, and disposal:

	     

	

	

	

	5.f Complete the table below regarding the cleaning of equipment used in the sugarhouse.

	Equipment
	How Cleaned
	When Cleaned
	Cleaning Products Used 

(must be listed on Handler Material Listing)

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	5.g How do you ensure cleaners/sanitizers do not contaminate organic products?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 residue testing on food contact surfaces

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 pH testing of rinsate
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please describe)      

	5.h What is used as the     defoaming agent?
	     
	List complete information, including organic status on Handler Material Listing

	5.i How is draw-off determined?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 apron test

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 blow test

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 hydrometry

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 automatic draw-off
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please describe)      

	5.j Where is syrup finished?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 in evaporator

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 in finish pan
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please describe)      

	5.k How is syrup filtered after evaporation? List filtering agent(s) on Handler Material Listing.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not applicable

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cone filter

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 flat filter

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 filter press
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (please describe)      

	5.l What grade is your syrup?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 AA     FORMCHECKBOX 
 A     FORMCHECKBOX 
 B     FORMCHECKBOX 
 not applicable

	5.m List all maple products for which certification is being requested:

	Product
	Packaging
	Type of Storage Containers
	Projected Quantity

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	5.n Are any ingredients or processing aids, besides maple syrup and the defoaming agent listed above, used to produce additional maple products?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No
	If yes, please complete a Product Profile Sheet for each additional maple product produced.(Contact the office, if needed)


	SECTION 7: Maintenance of Organic Integrity                                                                          NOP Rule 205.103, .201, .202, .272

	The National Organic Standards require that no prohibited substances compromise the organic integrity of organic maple syrup production.

	Storage, Transportation, Marketing, Sales, and Recordkeeping information about your maple syrup operation must be included in your Organic System Plan for Crop Production.


	SECTION 8: Affirmation

	I affirm that all statements made in this maple syrup plan are true and correct. No prohibited products have been applied during the three-year period prior to projected harvest. I understand that the operation may be subject to unannounced inspection and/or sampling for residues at any time as deemed appropriate to ensure compliance with the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 and National Organic Program Rules and Regulations. I understand that acceptance of this plan in no way implies granting of certification by NICS. I agree to provide further information as required by NICS.  

Signature of Operator

     
Date

     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Check if an Electronic Signature Authorization form is on file. (If so, please type your name on the Signature of Operator line.)
Submit completed form with Organic System Plan for Crop Production and supporting documents, if applicable, to:

Natures International Certification Services

P.O. Box 131,  224 E. State Highway 56,  Viroqua, WI 54665
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