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2012 Nature’s International Certification Services

Producer/Processor Fee Estimate Worksheet
	Name:
	     
	Farm/Facility Name:
	     

	Address:
	     

	City: 
	     
	State:
	     
	Zip:
	     

	Phone Number:
	     
	Date of Request:
	     


	Requested Services for Fees Estimate 

(Check all that apply)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Early Bird Discount
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Livestock Production
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Retail/Restaurant Operation

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Crop Production
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 On-Farm Processing/Handling
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Canadian/USDA Equivalency Agreement

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Greenhouse Production
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contract Service for Producer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MAFF/USDA Export Agreement

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wild Crop Harvesting
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Processing/Handling
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NRCS/EQIP Programs

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Maple Syrup Production
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contract Service for Processor
	


	Estimated Certification Fees

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Early Bird Discount 
                  (if update paperwork is submitted prior to March 1)
	-$25.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Producer base certification fees
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Option 1: Base plus User Fees*
	
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Option 2: Base without User Fees*
	
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Livestock certification fee (add-on▲)
	$100.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 On-Farm Processor/Handler certification fee (add-on♦)
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gross organic sales up to $20,000 annually
	$100.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gross organic sales from $20,001 to $100,000 annually
	$200.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gross organic sales over $100,000 annually
	$400.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contract Service for Producer (add-on for each location♦)
	$100.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Processor/Handler certification fee† 
	†$600.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contract Service for Processor (add-on for each location)
	$250.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Retailer/Restaurant certification fee (based on sq. ft.)
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Up to 7,500 square feet
	$750.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Up to 18,000 square feet
	$1500.00
	$           

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Over 18,000 square feet
	$2500.00
	$           

	*See reverse side for more information; ▲ Add-on to Option 1 of Producer Certification Fee; ♦Add-on to Option 1 or Option 2 of Producer Certification Fee; † See following processor/handler fee schedule on page 2.


	Estimated Inspection Fee Deposits

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Producer base inspection deposit (including livestock, if applicable)
	$200.00
	$          

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Processor/Handler, Retailer/Restaurant base inspection deposit 
	$250.00
	$          

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 On-Farm Processor/Handler base inspection deposit (add-on)
	$100.00
	$          

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contract Service inspection deposit (add-on)
	$100.00
	$          


	Total Estimated Cost of Certification
$          


	This estimate is based on the information provided by the prospective applicant and may change as a result of new information received.
Please enclose the appropriate fees for the service(s) requested. If you have any questions, please contact the NICS office at 608-637-7080.


	Certification Fees for Producers

	Please choose one of the following options and enter the amount indicated on page 1 of this fee schedule.

	OPTION 1
	A producer may choose this option if the following applies:

     1. Have been certified by a different certification agency within the past 12 months;

     2. Are an updating producer with NICS, or
     3. Are a new producer that hasn’t been certified within the last 12 months.

	
	$300 plus quarterly User Fees

(See User Fees below)

	User Fees

(reported quarterly based on actual sales as noted below)
-Producer user fees for Option 1 Certification Fees: are .5% (.005). This equals $5/$1000 of gross organic sales. When a producer reaches $300,000 of organic sales, the user fee drops to .1% (.001) for organic sales over $300,000. User fees are reported on a quarterly basis, unless the Transaction Certificate System is used.



	OPTION 2
	A producer may choose this option if the following applies:

     1. Have been certified by a different certification agency within the past 12 months, or
     2. Are an updating producer with NICS.
This fee option is called a ‘sliding scale/flat rate’ fee option. If you only have crops (no livestock), then find your organic sales from last year in the 1st and 2nd columns and go across to the 3rd column for your flat rate. If you also have livestock, then go across to the 4th column to find your flat rate. 

The main reason to choose this fee option is to avoid quarterly user fee billings.  Call the office with questions.

	Gross Income from Sales of Certified Products

	Sales of at least
	Sales no more than
	Base Crop Fee
	Base Livestock Fee

	$0***
	$4,999
	$325
	$425

	$5,000
	$9,999
	$350
	$450

	$10,000
	$14,999
	$375
	$475

	$15,000
	$24,999
	$425
	$525

	$25,000
	$34,999
	$475
	$575

	$35,000
	$49,999
	$550
	$650

	$50,000
	$64,999
	$625
	$725

	$65,000
	$79,999
	$700
	$800

	$80,000
	$99,999
	$800
	$900

	$100,000
	$124,999
	$925
	$1025

	$125,000
	$149,999
	$1050
	$1150

	$150,000
	$174,999
	$1125
	$1225

	$175,000
	$199,999
	$1300
	$1400

	$200,000
	$224,999
	$1425
	$1525

	$225,000
	$249,999
	$1550
	$1650

	$250,000
	$299,999
	$1800
	$1900

	$300,000
	$399,999
	$1900
	$2000

	$400,000
	$499,999
	$2000
	$2100

	Producers with gross income over $500,000
	Producer pays $2,000 plus .1% (.001) on sales over $500,000

with a maximum certification fee of  $7,500.

	***Maximum annual certification fee is $7,500.00.


	Certification Fees for Processing/Handling Operations

	NICS bases the certification fees for processor/handler operations based on the type of operation being requested for certification. Depending on the products produced and the services provided, fees could include more than one level of the fee schedule (shown below). If a processor/handler operation has not been certified organic within the 12 months prior to the date of application, then the first year certification fee is $600.00. If the processor/handler operation has been certified organic within the past 12 months (even if it was with a different certifier) of the date of application, then the certification fee would be based upon the chart below, with a minimum certification fee of $500.00. Each year following certification with NICS, the certification fee will be based on the most recent calendar year’s sales, with a minimum certification fee of $500.00. Please review the chart below for more details and note that inspection fees are not included in the cost of the certification.

	
	Certified within the past 12 months***

	Level 0
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Not certified within past 12 months
	Sales up to $500,000

($500.00 minimum)
	Sales from

$500,001 to $2,000,000
	Sales from 

$2,000,001 to $50,000,000
	Sales over $50,000,000

	$600.00
	.3% (.003)

of invoiced sales
	.15% (.0015)

of invoiced sales
	.05% (.0005)

of invoiced sales
	.025% (.00025)

of invoiced sales

	***Maximum annual certification fee is $36,000.00.


	User Fees

(reported quarterly based on actual sales as noted below)


-Producer user fees for Option 1 Certification Fees: are .5% (.005). This equals $5/$1000 of gross organic sales. When a producer reaches $300,000 of organic sales, the user fee drops to .1% (.001) for organic sales over $300,000. User fees are reported on a quarterly basis, unless the Transaction Certificate System is used.
-Processor/handler user fees: are included in the processor/handler certification fee.
-On-farm processor/handler user fees: are .5% (.005) of gross organic sales for/from the farm, including all organic sales of any value-added (processed) organic goods. At $300,000 of sales, the user fee drops to .1% (.001).

-Retailer/restaurant user fees: are included in the retailer/restaurant certification fee.

-Distributor/broker/trader user fees: are based on whether you take title of the organic product(s), see following charts. 

	If title is taken of organic product
	
	If title is not taken of organic product

	Net Annual Organic Sales
	User Fee
	
	Commissioned Organic Sales
	User Fee

	$0 to $2,000,000
	.1%
	
	$0 to $2,000,000
	.1%

	$2,000,001 to $50,000,000
	.05%
	
	$2,000,001 to $50,000,000
	.05%

	$50,000,001 to $100,000,000
	.025%
	
	$50,000,001 to $100,000,000
	.025%

	$100,000,001 and above
	.0025%
	
	$100,000,001 and above
	.0025%


	Additional Service Fees

	Administrative fee (in-office staff technical support, mediation appeals, etc)
	$60/hr

	Verification for compliance with MAFF/USDA Export Agreement
	$75

	Verification for compliance with Canadian/USDA Equivalency Agreement
	$50

	Adding new products to certificate
	$50

	Extending NICS certification during transfer to another agency
	$50

	Requests for certificates issued during the current and 3 preceding calendar years
	$5/cert

	List(s) of certified producers/processors/contracts/distributors/brokers/retailers are available free of charge on the website, www.naturesinternational.com; if hard copy needed:
	$25/list by year

	Copies
	.10/side


The certification fee is refundable depending upon the stage of review and whether an inspection has taken place.

Non refundable fees are based on a $60 per hour administrative fee.
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